
Student Visas for English Courses in Malta
Under an agreement with the Maltese Government, international students may study

English in Malta for up to one year, provided that:

1.The correct visa route is used

2.All required supporting documents are submitted in full and on time

As visa information online can often be confusing or contradictory, we have prepared this

clear and practical guide outlining:

Who needs a visa

Which visa applies in each situation

What information and documents are required

This is to ensure that our agent partners can advise students accurately and avoid delays

or visa refusals.

Guidelines for Visa Applications
BSC Education Malta

Last updated March 2026

1

These guidelines are designed to support our Agent Partners in understanding the visa

regulations set by the Government of Malta and how to correctly manage visa applications

when sending students to Malta to study English.

If a student is a citizen and resident of a country outside the Schengen Area, they may

require a visa to study English in Malta. Visa requirements depend on the student’s

nationality, not on the school or course.

There are two key scenarios:

1.Some nationalities may enter the Schengen Area visa‑free for up to 90 days

2.Other nationalities must apply for a visa in advance, regardless of the length of stay

Who Needs a Visa to Study English in Malta?

Courses Lasting Up to 90 Days: Visa‑Free Entry

Citizens of certain countries, including most EU countries, Colombia, Brazil, Japan and

South Korea, may enter the Schengen Area without a visa for stays of up to 90 days.

For citizens of these countries, if the student’s total time in the Schengen Area (including

Malta) does not exceed 90 days, no visa application is required.



Visa-Free Entry Example:

Laura, a Brazilian citizen with a biometric passport, books an 8‑week English course in

Malta. As her stay is under 90 days, she does not need to apply for a visa before

travelling.
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To initiate the visa process, agents must provide:

A copy of the student’s passport biometric page

The student’s address and their email

The student’s mobile phone number

Information required by BSC Malta

Key Takeaway for Agents

Nationality is the deciding factor

Course length alone does not determine visa requirements

Always confirm:

The student’s passport type

Total length of stay

Whether the nationality is visa‑free or visa‑required

Important conditions:

Visa‑free entry applies only to holders of biometric passports

The passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the final day in the

Schengen Area

Some nationalities, such as Turkey and China, do not benefit from visa‑free entry to the

Schengen Area.

In these cases:

A visa is required even for short courses

The visa application must be submitted before arrival

The process is handled through the school

Non Visa Free Example:

Mehmet, a Turkish citizen, books a 6‑week English course in Malta. Even though the

course is under 90 days, he must apply for a visa in advance, as his nationality is not

visa‑free.

Courses Lasting Up to 90 Days: Visa‑Free Entry

Citizens of certain countries, including most EU countries, Colombia, Brazil, Japan and

South Korea, may enter the Schengen Area without a visa for stays of up to 90 days.

For citizens of these countries, if the student’s total time in the Schengen Area (including

Malta) does not exceed 90 days, no visa application is required.

Incomplete or incorrect information may delay the application.



If you are a ‘third‑country national’ (that is, not a citizen of an EU or EEA country) and you

plan to study an English course in Malta for more than 90 days, you must apply for a visa

before travelling to Malta.

This requirement applies even if you normally benefit from the 90‑day visa‑free stay in the

Schengen Area.
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Courses Lasting More Than 90 Days

What type of visa will students receive?

Students in this situation will be issued a National Long‑Stay Visa (D‑Visa), which allows

study in Malta beyond 90 days.

Where do you apply?

Visa applications must be submitted at an official visa submission centre, such as:

An authorised External Service Provider (e.g. VFS, depending on your country)

Another officially designated Maltese visa application point.

Example:

María, a Colombian citizen, can normally enter the Schengen Area for up to 90 days

without a visa. However, because she plans to study English in Malta for 24 weeks, she

must apply for a National D‑Visa before travelling.

Students who enter Malta visa‑free or with a short‑stay (Schengen) visa and later decide to

extend their studies may apply to remain in Malta legally.

Key points to note:

If your total course duration exceeds 90 days, the permission to remain in Malta will be

issued as a National D‑Visa.

This visa allows a maximum total stay of up to 365 days, calculated from your first entry

into the Schengen Area.

Applications to extend your stay must be submitted more than 21 days before your

current visa or permitted stay expires.

Late applications may be refused, so it is essential to apply on time.

Example:

Ahmed enters Malta visa‑free and enrols in a 10‑week English course. While studying, he

decides to extend his course to 28 weeks. 

Because his total stay will exceed 90 days, he must apply for a National D‑Visa at least 21

days before his initial 90‑day stay ends.
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Extending your stay in Malta



BSC Malta will support students throughout the process by helping to prepare all required

documentation, including:

Proof of good attendance

Evidence of satisfactory academic progress

Any additional documents required by the Maltese authorities

This support helps ensure that applications are complete, accurate and submitted on time.

No later than seven calendar days prior to the student attending their visa appointment,

the agent shall notify their designated BSC Education sales representative in writing by

email and provide the following documentation:

The date and time of the visa appointment; and

A copy of the official confirmation letter evidencing that the appointment has been

scheduled.

Failure to comply with the above requirements may result in the student not being able to

attend their appointment and/or the application of applicable fees from the relative

authorities, and BSC Education shall not be held liable for any consequences arising from

such failure.

Disclaimer

Please note that BSC Education is not an authorised visa adviser and does not provide

immigration or visa advice. Accordingly, BSC Education accepts no liability or responsibility

for the outcome of any visa application, including (without limitation) any refusal, delay, or

rejection, nor for any losses, costs, or consequences arising therefrom.

While every reasonable effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this

document is accurate and kept up to date, visa regulations, procedures, and requirements

are subject to change at any time and without prior notice by the relevant authorities. BSC

Education cannot be held responsible for any changes to the visa application process or

requirements after the publication of this information.

Agents and students are strongly advised to consult the relevant official government

websites listed below for the most accurate and up‑to‑date guidance and, where

appropriate, to seek advice from a duly authorised visa or immigration adviser before

submitting any application.

Useful websites to visit:

Identita Malta

VFS Global
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https://identita.gov.mt/
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/mlt/en/gbr


Apply for a 
VISA (D) before

travelling
 

Is the student an
EU/EEA citizen?

YES 
In this case, no
visa is required
and they may
study freely in

Malta

NO 
Then they are a
Third-Country
National and
might need a

visa

 Book the first course with a duration of
no more than 90 days.

Make sure this is clear on the student’s
LOA. Once in Malta ask for extension of

the course, pay for it, get all needed
documents from us. 

The application for the extension must
be submitted more than 21 days before

the expiry of their first stay in Malta.

BSC Education Malta will help the
student apply supporting with

attendance, academic progress,
documentation, and booking a token

from Identita Malta.

YES 
Over 90 days

Is the TOTAL
course duration
more than 90

days?

NO
 If the student’s
passport is visa-

free for Schengen,
then there’s no
need for a visa

Travelling
visa-free but
thinking of
extending?

Malta Visa Applications Flowchart
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Malta Visa Application 
General Documents Required for a

Malta Visa D
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Valid passport

Must be valid for at least 3 months beyond intended stay

Usually with at least 2 blank pages

Completed and signed National Visa (D) application form

Recent passport-size photographs

Schengen standard format

Cover letter / explanation letter

Explaining the purpose of stay in Malta

Proof of accommodation in Malta - better if with your school - and for a minimum of 2 weeks from

arrival day.

Proof of financial means

Recent bank statements

Evidence you can support yourself

Travel medical insurance

Minimum €30,000 coverage

Valid in the Schengen Area - We strongly suggest to buy the insurance we offer. Info here.

Flight reservation / travel itinerary - including return flight ticket or any travel reservation that show

your real intention is to leave Malta after your studies.

Police conduct certificate / criminal record check

Depending on visa category and nationality

Proof of payment of visa fees and School + Accommodation Fees

Copies of previous visas and travel history (if applicable)

Official school/university acceptance letter (LOA + VISA letter from your school)

Course confirmation

Proof of tuition payment

You can check the updated list of required documents from the Identità Malta Website.
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https://identita.gov.mt/central-visa-unit-applicable-fees-applications-applications/
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